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A  PROPOSED  GENERAL  LIBRARY  LAW. 

Pemisylvania  library  legislation  is  in  somewhat  the  same  condi¬ 
tion  as  that  which  led  Topsy  to  declare  that  she  had  ‘‘jest  growed”. 
Beginning  with  the  Act  of  1864,  which  authorized  school  districts  to 
accept  gifts  of  books  and  other  property  for  free  library  purposes  and 
coming  down  to  the  school  code  of  1911,  the  legislatures  have  put 
twenty-one  statutes  relating  to  public  libraries  on  the  books.  IMost  of 
these  have  been  prepared  by  people  who  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
library  situation  in  general  and  no  thought  for  any  but  local  condi¬ 
tions.  Hence  they  are  of  limited  application,  difficult  of  interpreta¬ 
tion,  conflicting  in  provisions  and  of  doubtful  constitutionality.  No 
attention  has  been  paid  to  the  fact  that  manj"  of  our  municipalities  are 
operating  under  special  charters  and  do  not  come  under  laws  affecting 
municipalities  as  graded  by  the  present  constitution,  and  therefore 
cannot  take  advantage  of  the  present  library  laws.  The  result  is  that 
all  our  libraries  are  in  danger  of  trouble  from  an  adverse  decision  by 
the  courts  and  there  are  many  places  where  libraries  are  desired  but 
cannot  be  organized  because  of  lack  of  legal  power. 

During  the  years  since  the  first  free  library  legislation  in  the  United 
States  many  experiments  have  been  tried  out,  some  of  them  proving 
successful  and  others  not.  Advantage  should  be  taken  of  this  mass  of 
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experience  and  provision  made  for  the  adoption  of  the  best  plans  and 
the  rejection  of  those  which  have  failed. 

Within  the  last  twenty  years  the  ideals  and  aims  of  library  workers 
have  completely  changed.  Ideas  which  were  new  when  our  first 
library  laws  were  adopted  have  taken  the  place  of  older  ones  and  some 
which  had  not  been  thought  of  at  that  time  have  come  up  and  been 
universally  adopted. 

All  of  these  considerations  have  made  the  Free  Library  Commission 
feel  that  the  time  has  come  for  a  thorough  revision  of  our  library  laws. 
This  revision  does  not  involve  the  adoption  of  any  new  principle  but 
simply  the  rounding  out  of  the  present  provisions  so  as  to  make  them 
of  general  application.  With  the  assistance  of  Hon.  Charles  I.  Landis, 
President  Judge  of  Lancaster  County,  the  old  legislation  was  brought 
together  and  made  into  a  harmonious  whole.  Then  provision  was 
made  for  certain  points  Avhich  were  not  included  and  what  is  thought 
to  be  a  well  rounded  system  was  built. 

An  effort  was  made  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  to  have  this 
bill  enacted  into  law,  which  was  unsuccessful  because  of  lack  of  in¬ 
terest  on  the  part  of  library  people  and  partly  because  of  the  opposi¬ 
tion  of  one  of  the  legislators  to  one  of  the  provisions.  Another  factor 
was  the  introduction  of  a  bill  in  the  interests  of  one  of  our  libraries 
which  some  of  the  legislators  confused  with  this  one. 

We  are  publishing  in  this  number  the  hill  as  introduced  in  the  last 
legislature.  It  is  hoped  that  librarians  and  trustees  will  go  over  the 
matter  carefully  and  see  whether  all  points  are  covered  as  they  should 
be.  Two  questions  should  be  kept  in  mind  while  going  over  the  bill : 

First.  Does  this  change  any  provision  under  which  we  are  working 
at  the  present  time  in  such  a  way  as  to  interfere  with  our  operation  ? 

Second.  Are  there  any  points  which  our  experience  shows  should  be 
covered  but  which  have  been  overlooked  ? 

We  hope  that  this  bill  will  have  the  careful  attention  of  all  who  are 
interested  in  our  libraries  and  that  we  may  have  the  united  help  of  all 
in  making  this  as  perfect  as  possible.  Let  us  see  if  we  cannot  get  a  law 
which  will  not  need  to  be  amended  for  many  years. 

Then,  after  we  have  got  it  into  good  shape,  let  us  all  work  for  its 
passage  by  the  legislature.  There  is  nothing  there  which  should  not  be 
on  the  books  and  there  is  little  which  is  not  there  already.  If  the 
boards  of  library  trustees  will  take  this  up  with  their  representatives 
next  fall,  there  is  no  reason  for  the  bill  failing  and  then  Pennsylvania 
will  be  able  to  go  ahead  in  many  directions. 
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An  act  relating  to  free  public  non-sectarian  libraries  and  branch 
libraries  within  this  Commonwealth;  providing  for  their  estab¬ 
lishment.  maintenance  and  regulation  and  for  the  maintenance 
and  regulation  of  such  free  public  non-sectarian  libraries  as  may 
have  been  already  established  by  the  several  counties,  cities,  bor¬ 
oughs,  tOAvns,  townships  and  school  districts;  and  providing  that 
all  library  property  and  all  gifts,  devises,  grants  or  endowments 
for  library  purposes  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation ;  and  provid¬ 
ing  that  the  several  counties,  cities,  boroughs,  towns,  townships 
and  school  districts  may  levy  taxes,  condemn  private  property 
and  borrow  money  for  library  purposes  and  imposing  penalties 
for  injuring  library  property  and  for  violation  of  library"  regula¬ 
tions  and  repealing  existing  laws  in  relation  to  the  above  subjects. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  that  all  counties,  cities,  boroughs, 
to\Mis,  whether  incorporated  under  general  or  special  acts,  townships 
and  school  districts  are  hereby  empowered,  either  separately  or  in  con¬ 
junction  with  one  another,  imder  the  terms  of  an  agreement  duly  en¬ 
tered  into  as  provided  in  section  6,  of  this  act,  to  make  appropriations, 
from  time  to  time,  under  such  conditions  as  the  governing  authorities  of 
the  same  shall  see  tit,  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  free 
public  non-sectarian  libraries,  with  or  without  branches,  or  branch 
non-sectarian  libraries,  and  also  in  aid  of  such  free  public  non-sec¬ 
tarian  libraries  as  shall  have  been  already  established,  within  their  or 
either  of  their  respective  limits:  Provided,  however,  That  appropria¬ 
tions  for  maintenance  and  aid  shall  ecpial  one  mill  on  the  dollar  an¬ 
nually  on  all  taxable  property  within  said  respective  districts,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  mav  be  certified  bv  the  board  of  librarv  trustees, 
hereinafter  provided  for.  to  be  necessary-.  Special  taxes  for  these  pur¬ 
poses  may  be  levied  on  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  taxable  property 
within  any  district,  or  the  same  may  be  levied  and  collected  Avith  the 
general  taxes. 

Sec.  2.  In  making  such  appropriations,  counties  shall  act  by  their 
county  commissioners,  cities,  boroughs  and  toAvns  by  their  executh’e 
head  and  councils,  townships  by  their  superAusors,  and  school  districts 
by  their  board  of  school  directors. 

Sec.  3.  Eveiw  librarA"  established  or  AAdiolly  or  partially  maintained 
under  this  act  shall  be  foreA^er  free  to  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  respectiA'e  districts  establishing  or  maintaining  or  assisting  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  same ;  always  subject  to  such  reasonable  rules  and 
regulations  as  the  board  of  direction  or  trustees  or  commission  or  cor- 
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poration,  having  the  library  in  charge,  may  adopt ;  and  the  governing 
body  of  the  library  may  extend  the  privileges  and  the  use  of  the  same 
to  persons  residing  outside  of  the  district  or  districts  that  have  created 
or  are  assisting  in  maintaining  it,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
from  time  to  time  may  be  prescribed. 

Sec.  4.  The  said  governing  body,  whether  the  same  be  a  board  of 
direction,  or  trustees,  or  a  commission,  or  a  corporation,  shall  annually 
furnish  a  report  to  the  authorities  of  the  county,  city,  borough,  town, 
township  or  school  district  maintaining  or  assisting  in  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  said  librarj^,  stating  its  condition  and  that  of  any  branch 
or  branches,  the  varous  sums  of  money  received  and  how  expended 
and  for  Avhat  purpose,  the  number  of  books  and  periodicals  on  hand, 
the  number  added  by  purchase,  gift  or  otherwise  during  the  year,  the 
number  lost,  or  missing,  or  AAdthdrawn,  the  number  of  registered  read¬ 
ers,  and  such  other  statistics,  information  and  suggestions  as  they  may 
deem  of  general  public  interest.  It  shall  also  furnish  to  the  Free  Li¬ 
brary  Commission  of  the  State  such  information  as  to  its  Avork  as  may 
be  asked  for. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  laAvful  for  the  said  board  of  direction,  trustees, 
commission  or  corporation,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  take  and  hold  any 
:  property,  real  and  personal,  for  the  use  of  the  said  library ;  and  any 
person  desiring  to  make  donations  of  books,  money,  personal  property 
or  real  estate  shall  haA^e  the  right  to  A^est  the  title  to  the  same  in  the 
said  board  of  direction,  trustees,  commission,  or  corporation,  to  be  held 
and  controlled  by  said  board  of  direction,  trustees,  commission,  or 
corporation,  Avhen  accepted,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  deed,  gift, 
cleAuse  or  bequest  of  such  property ;  and  as  to  such  property,  the  said 
board  of  direction,  trustees,  commission,  or  corporation,  shall  be  held 
and  considered  to  be  special  trustees. 

Sec.  6.  Xo  agreement  betAveen  districts  to  act  in  conjunction  AA'ith 
one  another  as  proAuded  for  in  section  1  of  this  act  shall  be  valid  until 
same  shall  have  been  accepted  by  a  majority  vote  of  each  of  the  parties 
thereto,  acting  separately,  and  until  the  provisions  thereof  are  stated 
in  full  in  AAU'iting,  and  signed  by  the  parties  thereto.  Said  agreement 
shall  set  forth  the  purpose,  the  terms  as  to  the  support  and  control  and 
the  conditions  under  Avhich  the  agreement  shall  be  terminated.  No 
change  shall  be  made  in  said  agreement  except  by  a  majority  A^ote 
of  each  of  the  parties  thereto. 

Sec.  7.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  of  any  county,  the 
majmr  and  councils  of  any  city,  the  burgess  and  councils  of  any  bor¬ 
ough  or  town,  the  superAUSors  of  any  toAAmship  and  board  of  school 
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directors  of  any  school  district  within  this  Commonwealth,  to  enter 
into  contracts  or  agreements  with  any  person  or  persons  desiring  to 
donate  to  said  counties,  cities,  boroughs,  toTVTis,  townships  or  school 
districts,  or  to  any  hoard  of  direction,  trustees,  commission  or  cor¬ 
poration  duly  constituted  for  the  management  of  any  free  public  non¬ 
sectarian  library  or  libraries  within  the  same,  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money,  to  be  used  for  the  establishment  of  a  free  public  non-sectarian 
library  or  of  free  branch  libraries  in  the  said  districts,  or  both ;  or 
such  person  or  persons  making  such  donations  may  constitute  and 
designate  any  such  board  of  direction,  trustees,  commission,  or  cor¬ 
poration,  managing  any  free  public  non-sectarian  library  or  libraries, 
or  branch  libraries,  in  the  said  districts,  or  any  individual  as  he  or 
they  may  select,  to  represent  him  or  them  as  a  party  to  such  contracts 
or  agreements;  and  said  contracts  or  agreements  may  be  authorized 
and  executed  by  the  aforesaid  public  authorities  of  the  respective  dis¬ 
tricts  above  mentioned,  and  when  so  authorized  and  executed,  shall  be 
])inding  on  the  said  districts. 

Sec.  8.  Said  contracts  or  agreements  may  provide  for  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  such  donation  or  donations  of  money  to  be  used  for  the  erection 
of  free  public  non-sectarian  libraries,  or  branch  free  public  non-sec¬ 
tarian  libraries,  bv  the  said  districts  or  bv  the  board  of  direction,  trus- 
tees,  commission  or  corporation  duly  constituted  to  manage  the  free 
public  non-sectarian  libraries  therein,  and  may  provide  that  the  said 
districts  may  and  shall  acquire,  from  time  to  time,  or  at  any  time 
or  times  to  be  fixed  in  and  by  the  terms  of  the  said  contract  or  agree¬ 
ment,  by  gift  or  purchase,  sites  upon  which  shall  be  erected  buildings 
for  the  said  free  public  non-sectarian  libraries  or  branches  thereof; 
the  sites  so  acquired  shall  be  such  as  may  be  assented  to  and  approved 
by  the  boards  of  direction,  trustees,  commissions  or  corporations  au¬ 
thorized  to  manage  the  free  public  non-sectarian  libraries  in  said  dis¬ 
tricts,  and  when  so  acquired,  shall  be  used  for  the  erection  thereon  of 
the  said  free  public  non-sectarian  library  buildings  with  funds  do¬ 
nated  as  aforesaid  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  said  contracts  or 
agreements. 

Sec.  9.  Said  contracts  and  agreements  may  further  provide  for  the 
annual  appropriation,  by  the  said  districts,  of  such  amount  or  amounts 
for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  said  free  public  non-sectarian 
libraries,  as  the  same  shall  be  erected  or  under  construction,  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  by  and  between  the  said  districts  and  the  said  donor  or 
donors  of  said  money,  or  the  persons  or  corporations  representing  him 
or  them ;  and  such  amount  or  amounts  shall  thereupon  become  a  charge 
upon  the  said  district,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  any  act  or 


6 


acts  now  in  force,  and  notwithstanding  that,  at  the  date  of  the  said 
contract  or  contracts  no  appropriation  has  been  made  by  said  district 
for  the  purpose  thereof ;  said  charge  to  be  annually  provided  for  out 
of  the  tax  levy  of  said  districts. 

Sec.  10.  Said  contracts  or  agreements  may  provide  for  changes  in, 
or  abandonment  of,  the  sites  originally  selected,  if  or  when  such  change 
or  abandonment  may  be  found  necessary  or  desirable,  and  may  contain 
such  other  terms,  conditions  and  restrictions  for  the  furtherance  of 
the  objects  and  purposes  thereof  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon 
by  the  said  parties. 

Sec.  11.  The  affairs  of  all  free  public  non-sectarian  libraries  estab¬ 
lished  or  maintained  or  both  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be 
under  the  direction  and  control  of  a  board  of  not  more  than  nine  trus¬ 
tees,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  authorities  of  the  respective  dis¬ 
tricts  creating  or  aiding  said  library  for  a  term  of  five  years,  and  shall 
serve  without  compensation;  and  where  two  or  more  districts  have 
joined  together  for  this  purpose,  they  shall  be  appointed  in  such  man¬ 
ner  as  shall  be  mutually  agreed  upon.  When  libraries  are  thus  estab¬ 
lished,  the  first  appointees  shall  be  appointed  one  for  one  year,  one  for 
two  years,  two  for  three  years,  two  for  four  years  and  the  remainder 
for  five  years  and  thereafter  annually,  appointments  shall  be  made  to 
fill  expiring  terms  each  for  the  full  term  of  five  years.  All  vacancies 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Board  for  the  balance  of  the  term  made  vacant. 
The  Board  shall  be  organized  by  the  election  of  a  president,  a  secre¬ 
tary  and  a  treasurer  from  its  membership,  who  shall  receive  no  com¬ 
pensation  for  their  services  as  such,  and  such  other  officers  and  agents 
as  shall  be  deemed  necessary ;  and  the  treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  such 
sum  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Board:  Provided,  lioivever,  That 
any  free  public  non-sectarian  library  established  before  the  passage  of 
this  act  may  retain  its  existing  form  of  organization  until  such  time 
as  it  sees  fit  to  change  the  same  so  as  to  conform  with  these  provisions ; 
and  any  such  library  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  other  provisions  of  this 
act  and  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  and  privileges  hereof  without  regard 
to  its  form  of  organization  or  the  manner  of  its  creation  and  mainte¬ 
nance  and  any  free  public  non-sectarian  library  now  established 
through  private  enterprise,  whether  incorporated  or  not,  may  retain 
its  organization,  and,  at  the  same  time,  receive  public  aid  under  this 
act. 

Sec.  12.  Any  county,  city,  borough,  town,  township,  or  school  dis¬ 
trict  is  hereby  authorized  to  purchase  or  set  apart  lands  and  buildings, 
or  parts  of  buildings  already  owned  by  it,  or  both,  or  to  erect  or  lease 
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buildings  to  be  used  for  free  public  non-sectarian  library  work,  or  to 
alter  buildings  already  erected,  so  as  to  make  them  suitable  for  such 
use,  and  it  is  also  hereby  authorized  to  provide  for  the  cost  of  the 
same  as  in  the  case  of  other  buildings  to  be  used  for  mimicipal,  school 
or  county  purposes. 

Sec.  13.  Any  county,  cit}^,  borough,  town,  township  or  school  dis¬ 
trict  is  hereby  authorized  to  acquire,  take,  use  and  appropriate  private 
property  for  free  public  librarj^  purposes,  either  for  the  establishment 
of  the  library,  or  for  the  enlarging  or  extending  its  grounds  and  build¬ 
ings,  and  if  the  authorities  and  owner  or  owners  of  said  private  prop¬ 
erty  cannot  agree  upon  the  compensation  and  damage  due,  or  when  by 
reason  of  legal  absence  or  incapacity  of  any  of  the  owner  or  owners, 
lessee  or  lessees,  no  such  compensation  can  be  agreed  upon,  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  the  proper  county  or  any  judge  thereof  in  vaca¬ 
tion,  on  application,  by  a  petition  of  said  authorities,  shall  appoint 
three  discreet  and  disinterested  citizens  of  the  countv  in  which  the  dis- 
trict  is  located,  as  viewers,  to  view  and  ascertain  the  damages  due  by 
reason  of  such  taking,  use,  appropriation,  occupanc}^  or  injury,  and 
shall  appoint  a  time  not  less  than  twenty  nor  more  than  sixty  days 
thereafter  for  said  viewers  to  meet  at  or  upon  the  premises  where  the 
damages  are  alleged  to  be  sustained  or  the  property  taken,  of  which 
time  and  place  ten  days’  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  petitioner  to  such 
viewers  and  all  parties  interested,  by  personal  service,  when  such  serv¬ 
ice  can  be  obtained,  otherwise  by  public  notice  in  one  or  more  papers, 
or  by  hand-bills  posted  on  the  premises,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  the 
Court  may  direct. 

Sec.  14.  The  viewers,  or  any  two  of  them,  having  been  duly  sworn 
or  affirmed  faithfully,  justly  and  impartially  to  decide  and  a  true  re¬ 
port  to  make  concerning  all  matters  and  things  to  be  submitted  to  them,, 
shall  view  the  premises  and  examine  the  property,  and  estimate  and 
determine  the  quantity,  quality  and  value  of  the  land  or  property  so 
entered  upon,  used,  appropriated,  or  injured,  as  the  case  may  be ;  and^ 
having  a  due  regard  to,  and  making  a  just  allowance  for,  the  advant¬ 
ages  which  may  result  or  which  may  seem  likely  to  result  to  the  owner 
or  ovmers  of  said  land  or  property  in  consequence  of  the  taking,  en¬ 
larging  or  extending  said  library  grounds,  and  haring  made  a  fair 
and  just  comparison  of  the  disadvantages  and  advantages  which  the 
owner  or  owners  may  receive,  they  shall  estimate  and  determine 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  amomit  of  damages  has  been  or  may 
be  sustained,  by  whom  and  to  whom  payable,  and  make  report  to  the 
said  Court. 
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Sec.  15.  If  any  damages  be  awarded  and  the  report  of  said  viewers 
be  confirmed  by  said  Court,  judgment  shall  be  entered  thereon,  and  if 
the  amount  thereof  shall  not  be  paid  within  sixty  days  after  the  entry 
of  such  judgment,  the  same  shall  be  collected  as  other  judgments 
against  the  said  respective  districts  are  now  collected. 

Sec.  16.  Upon  the  report  of  the  viewers,  or  any  two  of  them,  any 
party  interested  may,  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  file  an  appeal  to 
said  Court  in  writing,  accompanied  by  an  afiSdavit  that  the  same  is  not 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  delay,  but  because  the  affiant  firmly  believes 
that  injustice  has  been  done ;  and,  after  such  appeal,  either  party  may 
put  the  ease  at  issue  in  the  form  directed  by  the  said  Court,  and  the 
same  shall  be  tried  by  Court  and  jury,  and  after  final  judgment  either 
party  may  appeal  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court,  as  in  other  cases. 
The  costs  incurred  in  the  proceeding  shall  be  paid  by  the  district  or 
districts  found  liable  to  pay  the  damages,  and  the  viewers  shall  be 
paid  for  their  services  the  same  sum  as  is  now  payable  to  road  viewers. 

Sec.  17.  Any  building  which  shall  be  owned  and  occupied  by  a  free 
public  non-sectarian  library,  and  the  land  on  which  it  stands  and  that 
which  is  immediately  and  necessarily  appurtenant  thereto  shall  be  ex¬ 
empt  from  all  county,  city,  borough,  town,  school,  bounty,  poor  or  road 
taxes,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  some  portion  or  portions  of  said 
building  or  grounds  appurtenant  may  be  yielding  rentals  to  the  corpor¬ 
ation  or  association  managing  such  library,  provided  that  the  net  receipts 
<of  said  corporation  or  association  from  rentals  shall  be  used  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  said  library.  All  gifts,  devises,  grants 
or  endowments  made  to  such  a  library  and  for  such  purposes  shall  be 
free  from  collateral  inheritance  tax,  and  any  gift,  endowments  or  funds 
of  such  free  public  non-sectarian  library,  which  are  invested  in  inter¬ 
est-bearing  securities,  the  income  from  which  shall  be  used  solely  for 
the  purchase  of  books  or  the  maintenance  of  such  free  public  librarj^ 
^shall  be  exempt  from  any  State  tax  on  money  at  interest. 

Sec.  18.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  commissioners,  the  city, 
horough  or  town  councils,  the  supervisors,  or  the  board  of  school  direct¬ 
ors  of  any  district,  if  a  petition  is  presented  to  them  by  three  per 
centum  of  the  voters,  registered  in  their  respective  districts  at  the  No¬ 
vember  election  preceding  the  presentation  of  the  same,  to  submit  the  • 
question  of  the  establishment  and  the  maintenance  of  a  free  public 
non-sectarian  library  in  said  district  at  the  ensuing  election,  and  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  votes  cast  shall  decide  the  said  question ;  and,  if  a  majority  of 
the  votes  cast  shall  be  in  favor  of  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  a  free  public  library,  the  said  authorities  shall  thereupon  proceed  to 
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establish  and  maintain  sneli  a  library,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act.  If  five  per  centum  of  the  said  voters  shall  petition  for  the 
submission  of  the  question  of  creating  a  bonded  indebtedness  for  free 
public  non-sectarian  library  purposes,  the  said  county  commissioners, 
city  councils,  borough  coimcils,  supervisors,  or  board  of  school  direct¬ 
ors,  shall  submit  that  question  at  the  next  election,  and  a  majority  of 
the  votes  cast  shall  determine  the  result.  If  the  election  shall  be  favor¬ 
able  to  the  creation  of  such  bonded  indebtedness,  the  authorities  of  the 
said  district  shall  borrow  the  amount  thus  authorized  upon  the  credit 
of  the  district,  and  such  monevs  shall  be  used  bv  them  exclusivelv  for 
said  libraiy  purposes. 

Sec.  19.  'Whenever  there  is  in  any  city,  borough,  town,  township, 
school  district  or  county,  a  free  public  non-sectarian  library  which  is 
open  to  the  use  of  all  the  residents  thereof,  no  new  library  shall  be 
there  established  luider  the  provisions  of  this  act  but  all  public  aid 
hereby  authorized  shall  be  given  to  such  existing  free  public  non-sec¬ 
tarian  library  imder  proper  agreement  in  order  to  enable  it  to  meet  as 
far  as  possible  the  needs  of  such  residents. 

Sec.  20.  The  governing  board  of  any  library  established  or  main¬ 
tained  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  may  establish  or  maintain  or 
both,  a  central  librarv  or  branch  libraries  or  both,  as  it  mav  deem  most 
advantageous  to  the  people  to  be  served. 

Sec.  21.  The  word  “district”  or  “districts”  whenever  used  in  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  mean  any  county  or  counties,  city  or  cities, 
borough  or  boroughs,  town. or  towns,  tovmship  or  townships,  school  dis¬ 
trict  or  school  districts,  according  to  the  circumstances. 

Sec.  22.  This  act  shall  not  in  any  way  affect  any  agreement  or  agree¬ 
ments  heretofore  made  by  any  municipal  corporation  or  district  under 
any  prior  acts  relating  to  free  public  libraries;  but  all  such  agreements 
are  hereby  ratified  and  are  to  continue  as  binding  contracts  between 
the  parties. 

Sec.  23.  Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  violate  the  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  for  the  government  of  any  library  maintained  by  or  receiving  aid 
from  any  county,  city,  borough,  to^vn,  township  or  school  district,  may 
be  excluded  from  the  use  of  the  said  library  by  those  in  charge  thereof ; 
and  any  person  who  shall  wilfully  cut,  mutilate,  mark  or  otherwise 
injure  any  book,  volume,  map,  chart,  magazine,  newspaper,  painting, 
engraving  or  other  property  of  or  deposited  in  any  such  library  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  may  be  prosecuted  for 
said  offense  before  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  and  upon  con¬ 
viction  thereof  shall  be  liable  for  each  offense  to  a  fine  of  not  more  than 
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one  hundred  dollars  and  costs  of  prosecution  or  to  imprisonment  in  the 
county  jail  not  exceeding  three  months,  or  both  or  either  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  the  court;  the  said  sum  when  collected  to  be  for  the  use  of 
the  library  against  which  aforesaid  offense  was  committed. 

Sec.  24.  The  following  Acts  of  Assembly  and  parts  of  acts,  viz: — 


May  5,  1864,  P.  L.  826. 
May  23,  1887,  P.  L.  179. 
June  28,  1895,  P.  L.  411. 
May  25,  1897,  P.  L.  84. 
May  11,  1901,  P.  L.  179. 
May  22,  1901,  P.  I>.  288. 
June  17,  1901,  P.  L.  569. 
Apr.  2,  1903,  P.  L.  133. 
Apr.  2,  3905,  P.  L.  281. 
June  6,  1907,  P.  L.  421. 
Apr.  29,  1909,  P.  L.  294. 


May  23,  1887,  P.  L.  164. 
June  7,  1895,  P.  L.  170. 
Mar,  30,  1897,  P.  L.  10. 
May  11,  1901,  P.  L.  169. 
May  11,  1901,  P.  L.  180. 
May  29,  1901,  P.  L.  341. 
Mar.  20,  1903,  P.  L.  46. 
Apr.  20,  1905,  P.  L.  231. 
iMay  1,  1907,  P.  L.  151, 
Apr.  27,  1909,  P.  L.  246. 


And  all  other  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  general,  special  or  local,  apper¬ 
taining  to  the  subject  matter  covered  by  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed ;  it  being  intended  that  this  act  shall  furnish  a  com¬ 
plete  and  exclusive  system  in  itself,  so  far  as  relates  to  free  public 
libraries  supported  wholly  or  in  part  by  the  several  municipalities  of 
the  Commonwealth. 


NORMAL  SCHOOL  LIBRARIES. 

A  meeting  of  Normal  School  Librarians  was  held  at  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg,  on  March  21,  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  possibility  of  adopting  a  course  of  study  on  the  use 
of  books. 

Those  present  were  Kobert  P.  Bliss,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Free  Li¬ 
brary  Commission ;  0.  H.  Bakeless,  Bloomsburg  Normal  School ;  Anna 
M.  Shutterly,  librarian,  S.  N.-S.,  California;  Mabel  F.  McCarnes, 
librarian,  S.  N.  S.,  Slippery  Eock ;  Ella  C.  Eitchie,  librarian,  S.  N,  S., 
Bloomsburg;  Helen  A.  Ganzer,  librarian,  S.  N.  S.,  Millersville ;  Miss 
Quigley,  librarian,  S.  N.  S.,  Shippensburg,  and  Annie  L.  Wilson,  li¬ 
brarian,  S.  N.  S.,  Edinboro. 

Each  librarian  present  stated  local  conditions  relating  to  her  re¬ 
spective  library,  showing  location  of  library,  use  made  of  library  by 
students  and  teachers,  hours,  and  size  of  library. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bakeless,  seconded  by  Miss  McCarnes,  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  recommend  that  a  course  in  library  training  in  the  Normal 
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Schools  be  arranged  to  cover  forty  hours  of  actual  class  work;  thirty 
hours  being  devoted  to  the  first  year  of  the  course  given  to  first,  second 
and  third  year  pupils,  and  ten  hours  being  devoted  to  the  second 
year  ’ s  work,  given  to  the  senior  class ;  work  to  be  scheduled  preferably 
in  the  fall  and  winter  terms. 

On  motion  of  Miss  McCarnes,  seconded  by  Miss  Shutterly,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  course  was  recommended: 

Course  for  the  first  year  to  comprise  subjects  of  classification,  use  of 
catalogue,  use  of  reference  books,  and  some  work  on  a  reading  course. 

Course  for  second  year : 

Book  selection  and  children’s  reading. 

School  libraries. 

Pennsylvania  Free  Library  Commission  and  Pennsylvania  School 
Library  Laws. 

Reading  Courses. 

It  was  also  recommended  that  the  librarians  use  the  following  as 
books  of  reference  in  connection  with  the  course : 

1.  American  Library  Economy — Course  of  study  on  the  use  of  a 
library. 

2.  G.  0.  Ward — Practical  use  of  books  and  libraries  and  the  teach¬ 
ing  outlines  to  accompany  same. 

3.  N.  E.  A. — Report  of  the  Connnittee  on  Library  Administration 
in  Normal  Schools. 

4.  Dana — Library  Primer. 

It  was  decided  that  the  work  of  the  first  year  of  the  course 
sliould  be  given  to  as  many  of  the  students  the  coming  year  as  the 
other  duties  of  the  librarian  will  permit,  and  that  an  effort  be  made 
to  meet  at  least  the  students  of  the  first  and  the  second  year  of  the 
Normal  School  Course. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bakeless,  seconded  by  Miss  McCarnes,  it  was  or¬ 
dered  that  a  committee  of  three,  to  be  known  as  Committee  on  Normal 
School  Course,  be  appointed  to  report  at  the  educational  section  of 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Library  Association. 

The  chairman  appointed  ^liss  McCarnes,  Miss  Shutterly  and  Miss 
Ganzer  to  serve  on  this  committee.  Annie  L.  Wilson,  Secretary. 


FIELD  NOTES. 

Allentoivn. 

Allentown  is  at  last  to  have  its  library !  This  movement  was  begun 
several  years  ago  by  the  M.  IT.  M.  Club  who  bought  and  remodeled  a 
building  for  that  purpose.  It  was  finished  by  a  campaign  made  on 
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March  12  Avhen  $10,410  was  raised  to  clear  off  the  final  debt  on  a  $30,- 
000  property.  A  local  paper  expressed  the  sentiment  of  the  town  when 
it  says  ‘  ‘  practically  everybody  in  Allentown  has  had  a  hand  in  build¬ 
ing  the  library.  From  the  schools,  the  stores,  the  mills  and  factories 
and  the  homes  has  come  this  money.  Clearly  it  has  been  shoTvm  that 
the  library  is  to  be  by  the  people,  of  the  people,  for  the  people.  It  is 
their  child.’’  Now  that  the  building  is  cleared  of  debt,  they  hope  to 
soon  have  it  ready  for  use. 

Apollo. 

The  Free  Library  has  been  moved  into  two  large  communicating 
rooms  on  the  first  floor  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  building.  The  new  home  is 
well  lighted  and  very  attractive.  The  Woman’s  Club  “book  shower” 
gave  them  40  volumes  and  $8.50  in  money.  ' 

Blairsville. 

The  Free  Library  received  as  a  legacy  from  Miss  Sue  Millhauser 
$190  for  books  on  music.  Also  councils  show^ed  their  appreciation  of 
the  good  work  the  library  is  doing  by  increasing  their  appropriation 
$100.  The  first  year’s  report  as  a  Free  Library  is  most  encouraging. 
Abnost  a  thousand  people  are  drawing  books.  The  circulation  of 
books  and  magazines  was  11,470  and  total  attendance  was  16,159.  The 
use  af  the  library  as  a  free  library  has  been  extended  to  some  nearby 
villages.  A  lecture  course  has  been  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  library. 

Bradford. 

The  12th  annual  report  of  the  Carnegie  Public  Library,  given  at  a 
meeting  of  the  board  of  managers  held  March  13,  1912,  is  most  en¬ 
thusiastic  and  encouraging.  It  is  claimed  that,  of  the  400  American 
cities  exceeding  Bradford  in  population,  few,  if  any,  can  furnish  more 
creditable  records  in  library  administration.  This  conclusion  is  the 
result  of  a  comparison  of  statistics  from  the  public  libraries  of  the 
U.  S. 

The  report  shows  a  general  increase  in  the  number  of  books  circu¬ 
lated.  The  public  service  is  also  being  strengthened  by  the  meetings 
of  various  clubs  and  societies  which  are  frequently  held  in  the  librarj^ 
building. 

The  library  management  hopes  to  extend  its  usefulness  throughout 
the  county  by  co-operation-  with  the  State  Library  Commission,  and 
predicts  that,  in  the  near  future  more  favorable  legislation  will  be  se¬ 
cured  for  libraries  generally  through  the  State. 

A  movement  is  on  foot  to  enlarge  the  present  building,  and  confi- 
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dence  is  expressed  that  the  citizeias  of  Bradford  will  give  the  movement 
their  hearty  support. 

Chester  .  .  . 

The  West  End  Free  Library  has  made  numerous  improvements  to 
its  building,  including  further  equipment  of  the  assembly  and  reading 
rooms. 

A  story-hour  is  conducted  on  Saturday  mornings  and  has  proven 
successful.  Sewing  classes  are  also  a  feature  of  the  work  with  chil¬ 
dren. 

The  library  in  its  report  for  1911,  states  that  it  has  4,250  books. 
The  Ladies'  Auxiliary  and  the  Girls'  Auxiliary  contributed  90  books 
during  the  year  and  over  400  were  donated  by  friends,  including  60 
volumes  of  children's  books  from  “A  Friend."  The  circulation  aver¬ 
aged  54  a  day. 

The  West  End  Minstrel  Association  gave  a  benefit  performance  for 
tlie  libraiy  during  the  year  which  drew  a  crowded  house. 

Darby. 

The  Darby  Library  Company  has  just  celebrated  its  168th  birthday. 
On  ]March  10,  1743,  twenty-nine  representative  citizens  formed  them¬ 
selves  into  a  library  company  securing  a  charter.  Descendants  of 
some  of  the  first  organizers  are  still  drawing  books  and  keeping  up 
their  membership,  although  the  library"  has  been  free  since  1898.  One 
of  the  interesting  articles  of  the  original  agreement  required  that  the 
money  subscribed  must  be  transmitted  to  Europe  for  the  purchase  of 
books.  Another  was  that  special  attention  should  be  given  to  the 
reading  of  the  yoimg. 

Foxbiirg. 

The  report  of  the  library  for  the  year  ending  November  1,  1911,. 
states  that,  in  a  population  of  600,  the  circulation  of  books  has  reached 
3,713.  A  donation  of  500  books,  chiefiy  history,  literature,  travel  and 
biography  was  made  during  the  year  by  ]\Ir.  J.  ]\1.  Fox.  Numerous 
other  gifts  were  received.  Children's  story-hour  clubs  are  an  inter¬ 
esting  feature  of  the  library  work,  and  much  enthusiasm  has  been 
aroused  among  the  teachers.  The  library"  is  popular  as  a  social  center. 

Hanover. 

Tlie  first  annual  report  (January  31,  1910-11)  of  the  Public  Library 
is  very  interesting.  The  early  part  of  the  year  was  taken  up  in  collect¬ 
ing  the  5,100  books,  forming  the  nucleus  of  the  collection  and  getting 
them  ready  for  use.  The  library  was  opened  on  October  3,  1911.  and 
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the  result  of  the  four  months  ’  work  is  as  follows :  Out  of  a  population 
of  7,057  the  registration  reached  1,642, the  circulation  16,776;  of  this 
7,784  was  adult,  8,992  juvenile;  magazines,  471;  total  number  of 
volumes,  5,446.  The  Musical  Department,  presented  by  the  Beethoven 
Club,  has  46  volumes,  and  the  local  Medical  Club  have  given  404  vol¬ 
umes  for  their  especial  use.  Mr.  Reuben  Young  gave  $150  for  adult 
books. 

Indiana. 

The  library  which  was  opened  in  April,  1910,  with  508  books,  has 
increased  this  number  to  1,150.  These  books  are  supplemented  by  col¬ 
lections  from  the  Free  Library  Commission.  Out  of  960  cards  issued 
to  readers,  one-third  belong  to  boys.  The  boys  using  the  library  gave 
it  a  Christmas  present  of  75  books. 

Lock  Haven. 

On  January  31,  the  Ross  Library  opened  a  branch  in  Mill  Hall. 
Some  100  duplicates  from  the  main  library,  supplemented  by  a  travel¬ 
ing  library  from  the  Free  Library  Commission  formed  the  nucleus  of 
the  collection  which  is  housed  at  present  in  a  store  and  opened  two 
hours  on  one  afternoon  each  Aveek.  The  success  of  the  venture  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  the  circulation  has  averaged  more  than  100  volumes 
per  Aveek.  The  Ross  Library  is  free  to  the  people  in  the  county  and 
this  is  a  moA^e  on  the  part  of  the  library  management  in  carrying  out 
the  neAv  idea  of  ‘‘taking  the  book  to  the  people.’^ 

New  Castle. 

The  report  of  the  Free  Public  Library  for  the  year  1910-11,  shows 
a  groAAdh  in  the  number  of  volumes  from  2,956  to  5,848,  a  circulation 
of  47,408,  a  registration  of  3,651  and  a  marked  increase  in  the  use  of 
the  reading  room  and  reference  department. 

Oil  City. 

The  Sunday  School  Teachers’  Association  have  placed  a  reference 
library  of  about  50  volumes  in  the  Carnegie  Library.  The  collection 
AA’ill  be  for  the  special  use  of  the  association,  but  may  be  used  freely 
as  reference  books  by  any  one  in  the  library.  With  the  books  will  be 
an  exhibit  of  aids  for  class  Avork.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  members 
haA^e  been  added  to  the  Librarj^  Association  and  the  use  of  the  club 
room  extended.  Books  for  the  Polish  deposit  station  haA^e  been  re- 
ceiA^ed  and  the  station  will  soon  be  opened. 


Saltsburg. 

The  Free  Library  has  added  two  new  wall  book  cases  within  the  last 
year,  and  will  soon  require  more.  The  ladies  raised  $93  by  a  “rum¬ 
mage’’  sale  and  a  couple  of  “bake”  sales  quite  recently. 

0 

Scottdale. 

The  first  annual  report  of  the  Free  Public  Library  has  been  issued. 
The  number  of  volumes  had  grown  to  6,830  and  the  circulation  for 
home  use  was  43,566.  Out  of  a  population  of  5,456,  1,715  had  regis¬ 
tered.  Effective  work  with  the  children  has  been  started  in  the  story- 
hour  held  at  the  library  on  Saturday  afternoons  by  a  teacher  and  in 
the  schools  by  the  librarian.  '  Also  regular  instruction  for  the  children 
in  using  the  library  has  been  planned.  Already  the  library  is  doing 
a  great  deal  of  reference  work  for  the  schools. 

Scranton. 

During  1911  the  Public  Library  issued  129,259  books,  an  increase 
of  1,000  over  the  year  1910.  The  librarian,  Henry  J.  Carr,  states  that, 
considering  the  increase  of  popular  magazines,  the  great  amount  of 
newspaper  reading,  and  cheaper  book  production,  this  speaks  well  for 
the  library  and  for  the  citizens  of  Scranton. 

The  report  states  tliat  the  character  of  the  reading  does  not  vary 
much  from  year  to  year,  the  amount  of  fiction  not  exceeding  64  per 
cent.  Scientific  and  useful  art  books  make  a  good  showing. 

The  library  subscribes  to  28  weekly,  81  monthly  and  7  quarterly 
publications.  The  book  contents  at  the  close  of  1911  were  46,658 
volumes  for  circulation,  and  20,498  in  the  reference  collection. 

There  is  a  possibility  that  the  Green  Ridge  Library  Association  will 
transfer  its  books  and  building  to  the  Public  Library". 

Troy. 

The  Public  Library  was  opened  on  January  20,  with  2,000  volumes 
ready  for  distribution,  in  an  attractive  room  in  the  county  building. 
Many  people  visited  the  room  during  the  afternoon  and  evening,  125 
drawing  out  books.  Katharine  Paine  is  librarian. 

Union  City. 

A  “mile  of  pennies”  had  been  started  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Librarv. 

Wilkes-Ba7're. 

^liss  Georgia  Rathbone  has  resigned  as  head  of  the  circulating  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Osterhout  Free  Library  to  accept  a  first  assistant’s 
povsition  in  the  Thompkin’s  Square  Branch  of  the  New  York  Public 
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Library.  Miss  Ediia  Stewart,  Drexel,  ’10,  will  take  her  place  and  Miss 
Dayton,  Drexel,  ’ll,  has  been  appointed  assistant  in  the  same  de¬ 
partment  in  place  of  ]\Iiss  Rutherford. 

Will  iamsport. 

The  fifth  annual  art  exhibit  of  the  James  V.  Brown  Library  has 
been  unusually  successful.  The  fact  that  a  local  artist  could  right¬ 
fully  claim  the  place  of  honor  has  added  much  to  the  interest  mani¬ 
fested. 

Wyomissing. 

At  their  regular  monthly  meeting  Saturday  afternoon,  February  3,. 
the  Civic  League  considered  the  question  of  establishing  a  Free  Public 
Library  in  Wyomissing  and  made  plans  for  beginning  the  work. 


SUBSCRIPTION  LIBRARIES. 

Butler. 

The  annual  report  for  1911,  gives  the  number  of  volumes  as  1,134  ^ 
the  circulation  was  21,940,  a  gain  of  5,901  over  last  year  and  over  five 
times  its  number  of  volumes ;  the  total  number  of  people  using  reading 
and  reference  rooms  was  6,703.  There  was  a  gain  in  the  circulation  of 
non-fiction.  The  New  Book  Club  added  26  volumes  of  fiction  to  the 
library  and  the  clipping  collection  covers  more  than  1,000  subjects. 

‘  Two  new  school  libraries  were  added  making  the  total  number  13, 
and  two  branches  were  opened.  The  first  in  East  Butler  under  the 
care  of  Mrs.  J.  S.  Ralston,  who  has  started  mother’s  meetings  in  the 
library  room.  The  second  branch  is  at  the  Red  Row  Settlement  House 
under  the  care  of  the  visiting  nurse  and  a  story -hour  has  been  success¬ 
fully  used  in  connection  with  the  books.  The  librarian  makes  a  strong 
plea  for  a  library  building  and  a  larger  support. 

Chester. 

The  Chester  Free  Library,  in  its  report  for  the  year  ending  Febru¬ 
ary  29,  1912,  states  that  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  readers 
and  public  interest. 

An  appeal  is  made  to  the  incorporators  for  greater  provisions  for 
children.  The  number  of  children  visiting  the  library  averages  500 
a  month,  and  the  need  of  a  separate  room  for  them  is  felt. 

The  number  of  magazines  has  been  increased,  and  there  is  a  demand 
for  still  more  on  the  part  of  the  patrons. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Incorporators,  a  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  draft  resolutions  of  sjanpathy  on  the  death  of  Miss  Mary 
B.  Shaw,  who  was  for  many  years  closely  associated  with  the  work  of 
the  library  and  one  of  its  liberal  supporters. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD  STAFF  MEETINGS. 

Ardmore. 

The  mid-winter  session  of  the  neighborhood  staff  meeting  was  held 
in  Ardmore  on  February  21.  In  spite  of  the  heavy  rain,  forty-three 
people  attended  the  two  sessions,  seventeen  of  these  being  representa¬ 
tives  from  fourteen  other  libraries.  The  morning  session  was  opened 
by  Prof.  Babb,  who  introduced  Dr.  Sharpless,  President  of  Haverford 
College.  Ilis  address  was  on  his  library  experiences.  This  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Mrs.  Effingham  Perot,  who  told  of  the  growth  of  the  Ard¬ 
more  Library’s  fourteen  traveling  libraries  in  various  schools  and 
isolated  places  in  the  township.  Then  Prof.  Allen  C.  Thomas, 
librarian  of  the  Haverford  College  Librar}"  spoke  on  ‘‘making  the 
library  of  use.”  A  good  discussion  on  Critical  Reviews  was  lead  hy 
i\[iss  Amy  Baldwin,  of  Conshohocken  and  Prof.  Hayes  of  Swarth- 
more.  This  was  followed  by  each  librarian  present  suggesting  several 
new  books  she  had  “discovered”. 

Johnstown. 

The  neighborhood  staff  meeting  for  this  district  was  held  in  the 
C’ambria  Free  Library  on  i\Iarch  21.  Johnstown  seems  to  have  a  de¬ 
cided  affinity  for  floods  for  one  kept  away  thirteen  representatives 
from  seven  libraries,  and  some  of  the  interested  townspeople  were 
kept  at  home  moving  household  furniture  beyond  the  reach  of  en¬ 
croaching  waters.  But  the  people  present  entered  into  the  discussion 
with  a  will.  The  work  of  two  local  organizations,  was  explained  by 
the  president  of  each ;  the  value  of  the  story  hour  was  discussed,  and 
some  interesting  bits  of  history  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  library  after 
the  great  flood  were  brought  out.  The  afternoon  session  was  taken  up 
with  the  reading  of  IMiss  Bacon’s  paper  on  “What  makes  a  novel  im¬ 
moral,”  and  the  judging  by  this  standard  of  some  of  the  later  fiction. 
Lunch  was  served  by  the  ladies  of  the  Civic  Club. 

Mauch  Chunk. 

The  first  neighborhood  staff  meeting  of  the  Bethlehem  District  was 
held  at  blanch  Chunk  on  Februarj"  8,  in  the'Dimmick  Memorial  Li¬ 
brary.  Six  libraries  were  represented  by  nine  people,  and  an  un¬ 
usually  large  number  of  the  town  people  attended  both  sessions, 
showing  great  interest  in  the  topics  discussed.  The  morning  pro¬ 
gramme  began  with  a  short  history  of  the  IMauch  Chunk  Library  by 
IMr.  J.  C.  Loose,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  This  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  iMiss  Sabin  giving  the  “Annals  of  the  Pottsville  Library,” 
and  iMiss  Lehman  told  of  the  “Work  with  foreigners”  in  the  Hazleton 
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Library,  each  subject  being  followed  by  very  interesting  discussion. 
The  first  topic  of  the  afternoon  session  was  led  by  Miss  Turner  of 
Bethlehem,  the  subject  being  ‘‘The  value  of  local  history  stories  for 
the  story  hour.”  Miss  Hughes  from  Palmerton  told  of  their  library 
and  how  they  used  books  as  a  part  of  their  social  settlement  work, 
and  IMr.  Ileberling,  of  the  Carter  Junior  Republic,  Redington,  Pa., 
told  of  the  work  of  the  Republic. 


